
Why DIY Satellite Installation is a False 
Economy 
In an era of YouTube tutorials, it is tempting to try and fix everything 
ourselves. You can buy a satellite dish kit online for a seemingly low 
price and think, "How hard can it be?" The reality, however, is often 
frustration, poor signal, and safety risks. Installing a satellite dish is 
not like putting up a shelf. It requires working at heights, drilling into 
masonry, and calibrating sensitive electronics to millimetre precision. 

We frequently attend call-outs to finish or fix DIY jobs that have gone 
wrong. The money saved on the installation is quickly lost in buying 
replacement parts for bits that were broken, or paying a professional 
to come out and do it right anyway. Often, the "bargain" kits sold 
online come with inferior cables and brackets that rust within months. 
Choosing professional Sky Tv Repairs and installation from the start 
guarantees a safe, secure, and high-quality system that lasts. 

The Danger of Working at Heights 

The most serious risk is personal injury. Satellite dishes work best 
when mounted high up—on chimneys or gable ends. Working off a 
ladder at two storeys up requires proper training, footing, and ideally, 
a second person. Reaching out to drill a hole while balancing on a 
ladder is incredibly dangerous for an amateur. Professional installers 
are trained, insured, and equipped with the right safety gear 
(harnesses, stand-offs) to work safely at heights. No TV channel is 
worth risking a fall. 

Precision Alignment Without Meters 

Pointing a dish "roughly south" is not enough. Digital signals require 
exact alignment. If you are off by a fraction of a degree, you might get 
some channels but lose others, or lose everything when it rains. 
Professionals use expensive digital spectrum analysers that cost 
hundreds of euros. These meters tell them exactly when the dish is 
peaked for maximum signal quality (BER and MER). Trying to do this 
with a cheap "beeper" meter or by shouting to someone in the living 
room is a recipe for a weak, unstable signal. 

Waterproofing and Cable Routing 

One of the most common DIY mistakes is poor cable routing. Cables 
left loose to flap in the wind will eventually break internally. Drilling a 
hole through a wall without a "drip loop" or proper silicone sealing 
can lead to rainwater running down the cable and straight into your 
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living room, ruining your plaster and paintwork. Professionals know 
how to route cable discreetly, clip it securely, and seal all entry points 
to prevent damp and water damage to your home. 

The Quality of Materials 

The "universal" kits sold online often use cheap components to keep 
the price down. The dishes are often made of thin steel that warps in 
the wind and rusts quickly. The LNBs are generic models with poor 
noise figures. The brackets are often too small to withstand an Irish 
storm. When you hire a reputable local installer, they use industry-
standard, heavy-duty brackets and rust-resistant dishes designed 
specifically for the Irish climate. You are paying for hardware that will 
stand the test of time. 

Conclusion 

Some jobs are best left to the experts. Satellite installation is a skilled 
trade. By hiring a professional, you are buying safety, reliability, and 
peace of mind. You get a perfect picture from day one, without the risk 
of a ladder wobble or a leaking wall. 

Call to Action 

Don't risk a fall or a poor signal. Contact us for professional, safe 
satellite installation and repairs. 

 


