
Laying the Groundwork for Your Home Extension in 
Kildare 

 

Building an extension is one of the most popular ways to add value and space to your home, 
especially with the current property market being the way it is. All across Kildare, from Naas to 
Maynooth, I’m seeing families opting to build out rather than move. It makes sense—you stay in 
the area you love, keep the kids in their schools, but get that extra kitchen-diner or playroom you 
desperately need. However, before the blocks are laid and the roof goes on, there is the messy, 
critical phase of groundworks. This is where the dream meets the mud. 
 
Many homeowners underestimate the volume of earth that needs to be moved for even a modest 
extension. You have foundations to dig, old patios to rip up, and often drains to redirect. Doing 
this with a shovel and a wheelbarrow is a recipe for a bad back and a project that drags on for 
months. This is why arranging Mini Digger Hire in Kildare is standard practice for any builder 

worth their salt, and it’s something self-builders need to prioritise too. It turns weeks of digging 
into a couple of days of work. 
 
Clearing the Site and Demolition 
 
The first step is always clearing the way. Usually, an extension is going into a back garden or a 
side return, which means there is existing stuff in the way. It might be an old concrete shed, a 
decking area that’s seen better days, or just mature shrubs. A mini digger makes short work of 
demolition. You can use the bucket to pull down an old structure safely and use the machine to 
load the rubble into a skip. 
 
Trying to break up an old concrete path with a sledgehammer is soul-destroying work. With a 
pecker (breaker) attachment on a mini digger, you can shatter thick concrete in minutes. It’s also 
safer because you are further away from the flying debris inside the cab. Once the debris is 
cleared, you need to scrape off the topsoil. You can’t build on topsoil; it’s too soft. You need to 
strip it back to the good, solid subsoil. A mini digger with a grading bucket can peel this layer off 
neatly, which you can then stockpile for the garden later. 
 
Digging Accurate Foundations 

 
The foundations are the most critical part of the build. If they aren't right, the building inspector 
won’t sign them off, and you’ll be pouring concrete into a black hole of expense. Foundations 
need to be a specific depth (usually determined by the ground conditions) and width. Digging 
these by hand is incredibly difficult to get straight and level. 
 
A mini digger allows you to cut a trench with surgical precision. The operator can keep the 
bottom of the trench level, which means you don’t waste money on extra concrete trying to level 
it up later. In Kildare, we often have clay soil, which holds its shape well when dug, but it’s heavy 
to move. The machine does the lifting. For a standard single-storey extension, a 1.5-tonne or 3-
tonne digger is usually perfect. They are small enough to work near the existing house but have 
the reach to dig deep enough for the footings. 
 
Managing the Spoil (Dirt) 
 
This is the part everyone forgets: where does all the dirt go? When you dig a trench, the earth 
you take out takes up about 30% more space than it did in the ground (this is called 'bulking'). 
You will end up with a mountain of soil very quickly. Unless you have a massive garden to lose it 
in, this usually needs to be moved to a skip or a grab lorry pile. 
 

https://dcmhire.ie/mini-digger-hire-kildare/


Using a mini digger to load a dumper or to load skips directly saves huge effort. You can’t easily 
wheelbarrow soil up a ramp into a skip—it’s exhausting. The digger just lifts and drops. If you are 
hiring a digger, I always recommend hiring a motorised dumper as well if the distance from the 
dig to the skip is more than twenty metres. It keeps the site clean. A muddy, messy site is a 
dangerous site, and it slows everyone down. Keeping the spoil management efficient keeps the 
whole project moving. 
 
Protecting the Existing Property 

 
One of the big worries homeowners have is damage to their existing driveway, garden, or house. 
Modern mini diggers are designed with this in mind. They have rubber tracks which are much 
gentler on driveways than the old steel tracks. However, we still recommend putting down 
plywood sheets or ground protection mats if you are driving over a nice paved driveway or a lawn 
you want to keep. 
 
The compact nature of these machines means they can work right up against the existing wall of 
the house without swinging into it. As mentioned before, zero-tail-swing models are brilliant for 
this. It minimises the risk of accidental knocks. You also need to be careful of underground 
services—gas, water, electric. Before you start digging, you must know where they enter the 
house. A careful operator can dig around these services once they are located, but you can’t just 
go hacking away blindly. 
 
Conclusion 
 
Getting out of the ground is often the hardest part of any build. Once the slab is poured, things 
tend to move quickly, but the preparation work is heavy and dirty. By bringing in the right 
machinery, you take the pain out of the process. You ensure your foundations are solid, your site 
is clear, and your back is intact. Whether you are managing the project yourself or working with a 
builder, making sure the right plant is on site from day one is the key to a stress-free extension. 
 
Call to Action 

 
If you are planning an extension and need the right gear to get started, get in touch. We can 
advise on the best size machine for your specific site access and project needs. 
 
Visit: https://dcmhire.ie/ 
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